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Forwarded herewith io a contact report on a recent 
• iaaeting with -Q’seSeL^ The report containa 300 a interesting 
information on UTILITY and the position of CATti&Jix} the 
German government. 
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1." The meeting was scheduled by me by telephone on 22 ; -> 
October. The purpose was to obtain additional information, 
on the Bundeswehr SIGINT deserter whom S[EIDELrJ)ad previously 
mentioned to me. This topic was covered’ "satisfactorily, and 
.^E^Ei^jthen went on to volunteer information on other highly 
interesting topics. The details are outlined below. 


2. 1 am quite surprised at ' SjBIDE LIJs desire to talk 

confidentially to me . We are hot regular liaison partners, 
and have never, seen a great deal of each, other socially, 
although he has been. at. my home on three or four occasions. 
However, ^ IBE L^has practically gushed information the last 
two times I^have seen him, and today he even ..debriefed himself 
on UTILITY . Other then &BR0,C£} no one 

in :i CATIDE^*has ever talked so unreservedly to me. 


3. I have the .impression that .aETOE ^ 8yfi^i $^ -re-» 
lationship with UTILITY is not at all a good one.' He spoke 
Of UTILITY with considerable . bitterness. I believe also that 

; SETDEE^is quite , .disappointed in not having been appointed 
'to “succeed QHEUKEIT^ One excuse for this, we have heard is 
that UTILITY felt he could not appoint jOTIDEEkwithout opening 
himself, to charges of tfep .otxjgm^ However j’this excuse does 
not ragjht at all true rn_ view of the notorious way UTILITY 
has- taken' care of ^lB^ o the'r : relat iv&s.>j 

4. For the first hour of . our meeting, iSEIDEE^and I 

i,.u i -» i j. : e'irrnT'f j _ c T j u.’ - 


talked only about personal topics . .g^EL^descrified, his ^ 

boyhood in Sile sja^ his .family’s conservatism, his original 
study of law. and later transfer to the Army, and his service ® 
bn the east front and in Rastenburg. iSEIDEli^seems to have t# 

been . extraordinarily well connected in~“tffe German officer | 

corps and tossed around names like Blomberg, Keitel, Busch, 
Heusinger, Speidel and many others as if they were the folks 
next door. Sj^eideTj’s family doubtlessly accounts for many 
.of these connections , but to a large extent I expect, they 
are also due to merit on his part. He told one fascinating littl 
story of seeing Keitel running like a dogto Hitler's bunker 
in Rastenburg after Hitler had rung for him. 
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5. Then SCTDEL j* alJcBd at some length about the criminal . .1 
.excesses of the Nazi "regime , and the difficulty his generation . '•> 
has -in explaining their actions or lack-. of them to the j 
present young people of Germany. iSEIDEI^and most other i 
conservative officers like him have a guilt complex about ■' < j 
the Nazi, regime, and are in a quandry to explain their ! 
service of the regime to their .children. Almost every . 1 
GATIDER^I know well has sooner or later given, me a monologue ' 
oh'~tK'£s s ~‘theme. - ! 


6; Finally I got ^EIDEt^down to. business by querying 
him about the. Bundeswehlr deserter. His reply was forwarded 
in MUMI 4232. I was quite surprised at his offer to brief 
us unofficially on the case. He also made a remark about 
UTILITY being anti-American that surprised me. 

... .7 . Hext iSLEXDEL’^brought up the Breisach Institute 
and jGATID&'j.s dealings with Professor Rawer. ' He talked at 
some'Tength on this .topic . and recapitulated all his past 
discussions with C— about Breisacl^. 

At the conclusion of his presentation SEIDEL^! asked that I 
check into the matter and see if I could “get KUBARK head- 
quarters to be more helpful to DATIDEVon the ..project, or, N 
if- that were impossible, to at "least" ".give igAnPE'-a definitive 
statement that cooperation with .SATipE'.was not desired. 

As soon as time permits, I will forward ^EiPEL^s points 
to Headquarters by dispatch. 
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8. By this time . ; §EIDEL| and I had been talking for close 




to two hours ' and I expected him to take ' leave and go back 
to his office. However, instead of .doing so he. suddenly . 
switched his conversation to UTILITY and the sorry state 
of affairs in j|ATIDE> I neither urged him. on nor -tried, to 
shut, him off, and “for the next half, hour he really. un- _ _ 

burdened his. soul about what was wrong with .<^TIDE'^ He spokeQ^^g! 
in a rather dispassionate manner, almost as-ff^he "were pre- 
senting a briefing on -the topio. "He mentioned a couple of 
times that his views were shared by a large number of other 
discontented and' frustrated officers in 'gATI DE j 
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rs. 9. SEIDEL | started by saying that UTILITY is burned . ou ij tt Ja a Jy !C { 

\ and a burden rather than a hel p to GATIflb; .-we said tnat ■ 

A UT1ELTX does not establisn programs, set goals , delegate ^ J 

authority, sell the CATIDE^/ product, defend the- organization . 
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politically, or. any of the other things a good chief of 
CATlDB’Would do.. On the contrary, he ignores these matters 
and lets the organization drift along without leadership or 
any sense of purpose. UTILITY does not face up to the major- 
problems CATIDiET'; faces., and spends his time with minor organiza- 
tional ancT personnel matters. He will not let anyone else 
make a decision on a matter of' importance, but frequently 
procrastinates over decisions so long himself that the 7. 
matter becomes academic, before the decision 'is made. He 
allows his-, division chiefs and senior officers ; to do as 
they please and work at cross purposes with each other.' 

He' is' very fearful of flaps and afraid to assume risks. 

He will not tolerate dissenting opinions and surrounds 
himself with yes men. He cannot bring himself to dismiss 
his .tired- old friends and cronies. He is timidto the 
politicians in Bonn and creates an unfavorable impression 
of fCATJDBl. 


? 
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.. 10.. ^SEIiJEL.^ said 'that he thought UTILITY'S decline 
dated .' from the- ^Legalization of GATIDEyin 19S5-S6. When 
CATIDE was legalized UTILITY had r to take on a large number 
of organizational, financial, and personnel problems which, 
he was ill prepared to handle.' UTILITY was also confronted 
with a good* deal of hostility in. Bonn and got into the habit 
of being meek to the politicians. Since that time UTILITY 
has - concentrated' on the administrative and political aspects 
.’of his work and has been very much afraid to make waves. 


11. -SEIDEtjwas especially bitter about CATIDE's position . 
in. Bohn. . He said that UTILITY generally gets no higher in 
the government, hierarchy than Re inhold .Her ker. UTILITY . 
also:. sees' Gerstewneier and Krone occasionally, but his access 
to even these men is not good. Adenauer came, within an 
inch of firing UTILITY at the time of the Spiegel affair. 
Erhard. received : UTILITY once and has ignored him ever since. 
Westrick is very standoffish. Strauss will not speak to 
UTILITY; Schroeder is frosty to him and von Has sel is 
unavailable. LSEI PEC.’said that the people who counted in 
Bonn were aware of the way UTILITY and eATIDE- are flounder- 
ing around, and. if UTILITY was not removed it was only be- 
cause of his services to Germany ..in the years after the 
war and in the creating of -GATIDEi* However, as soon as 
vttt.tty reeoh'oH the legal age for retirement (in April 1967), 
and could be graceruxxy eaacu ouL, h= •-•.v.i.d bo dropped with 
little ado. 


• 12. Possibly, SEIDEL' said. UTILITY might be eased out 

even sooner. OWAGNER/ wh'o had long- been treated in a 
humilitating manner by UTILITY, might soon be retired because 



of ill health. His successor, tJh64V6r he was, wvuld have 
to be approved by .the cabinet ■, and this would open- the whole 
question' of CATIDE’s leadership. The. cabinet might, then 
decide to replace UTILITY along with WAGNER i- .^Certainly they 
would not appoint a vice president for CATIDE : without giving 
some thought to the man who would be his boss 'for the 
next several years. 


13.. . I commented at this point that I had heard rumors 
that. ,9jHART\7IG.,wo u Id be appointed the next’ vice, president of 
GAT IDE ^ ]§EIDEI* rep lied that he had heard the same rumors 
and couldKardly think of anyone less qualified. He said 
KARTWIG was "charakterlos" and. had gotten where he was only 
By^sucking up to UTILITY. SBIDEL^dded that KUHARK would 
do well not to put' too- rauch^confidence in HARTWIG -^since he 
had no principles and would always be quidc to "trim his sails 
to the direction of the wind. 


14. I. .then asked who SEIDEL^thought would replace 
UTILITY. .SEIDEL;'^ aid he believed it would be a young 
politician on theorise, probably, the protege of some important 
political figure in Bonn. .SjpDEL>ad d ed that. 'Adenauer had 
once considered giving the "position to .J his aide , Bachmann . v or 
to a protege named Bach (phon)-. SEIDEL'said that there are 
a number of other clever and deserving young .politicians, 
in Bonn who would.be interested, in the .GATIDE j'ob , and the 
Bonn politicEQO would favor an appointment' of this type 
after the UTILITY years. SEIDEL']said that he himself thought 
that a political appointee^ if - : it were -the right man,, would 
be. an excellent solution, for CATIDEV; It would at least 
necessitate a fresh look at everything. 
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15. SEIDELS then went on to ay ..that he doubted very 
much that the politicians would want an active duty. General 
to have the job. .SElDELJ also doubted that General Gerhard 
Wessel would take the job even if it were offered to him. 
; :SEiPELjsaid that he has known Wessel well for- many years and 
auring^his last trip to Washington stopped to -see Wessel. 
with the intention of sounding him out on his views regarding 
\CATjDE> Wessel was not at home, but his wife, whom SEIDEL], 
also knows well, said that Wessel was hot interested "in 
coming back to Munich. She said proudly that her husband 
was getting his third star and had much better prospects 
Li u.i ' tk-“ fiATThE She added 


that her husband was especially interested in Graf von 
Kielmansegg's job iii Paris. 
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mentioned as a possible successor to UTILITY, but. that he 
didn't believe there ,was any chance at all that HOim?would 
be selected. SEIDEL/said that HOLM /was closely associated 
with the UTILITY reign and that " this would count heavily 
against him. 
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17. SEIDEL/ then turned to UTILITY'S attitude towards 
America.. He said UTILITY had never been really pro-American, 
and’ at the present time was quite anti-American. SEIDEL- - ' 
said that in the years between 1945 -.49, UTILITY had been 
so bitter at the Americans, especially at the US Army, 

that he came within an inch of breaking with the Americans 
completely, and doubtlessly would have done so if KUBARK 
had not; assumed responsibility for his organization. 
SEIDEL/said that 3 DESSAU/ had played ah important role in 
persuading UTILITY to stay on good terms with the Americans . 
during this period. SEIDEL/ added that he knew.. that DESSAU/ 
had. since changed and had /become a joke in CATIDE { still,' 
we should remember that DESSAU/was one of the most pro- 
American officers, in CATIDE-' and that we had much to thank 

him for. * ' : " 

# , * 

18. SEIDEL/ said that after c _3 arrival UTILITY, 
became more friendly to the US v and remained so for .several 
years. HoWever, after CL ^ deputed and CATIDE/ was 
legalized, • UTILITY again began to grow cold toward the 
United States. He also began to imagine there was a clique 
in KUBARK which was out to get him. He attributed all 
sorts of misdeeds to this clique, among them sullying his 
reputation' in Bonn. When Adenauer tried to fire him, UTILITY 
even .concluded that the KUBARK clique had put Adenauer up 

to .this. SEIDEL/said that he didn't know this positively, 

but believed: that UTILITY had once even protested to ASCHAM/ 
Dr : c 7 'about this KUBARK clique. 

... . .. V. i 

.19 • SEIDEL^didn 1 1 go into details, .but implied that 
UTILITY * z "ti A~ric?.r* has a negative influence 
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on /CATIDE;' s present dealings with us. ' SEIDEL: said specifically 
that if .UTILITY did not give us his report ort the Bundeswehr ' ■*;*£{ 
SIGINT deserter it would be only because of UTILITY'S ’ 
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anti-Americanism, since all the other responsible CATIDE / 
officers had cleared the report for passing to us. 


2Q. While discussing UTILITY'S attitude toward America, 
SEIDEL's reserve slipped a little and he. said With a slight 
trace..' of emotion that KUBARK .should know what is going on in 
CATIDE/ and that he considered it his duty to tell us . He 
alsp said that he was confident I would know how to handle 
his information securely. Then he became dispassionate 
again and a short time later stood up and took leave. 

We arranged’ to meet again inthr^e or four weeks to discuss 
the Breisach project, and SEIDEL/ again volunteered to brief 
me on the Bundeswehr deserter if UTILITY has not released 
his report in the meantime. 


21. I was naturally surprised that SEIDEL /passed me 
the above information. The last place I ever Expected 

to hear, anything like this was- from a member of UTILITY'S , 
own family/- I have the .impression SEIDEL /has been fretting 
about the situation in CATIDE /for sometime and finally 
decided to, dp something about it.' I was greatly impressed 
with his attitude while he was talking.. He did not want 
to be cajoled into, talking, thanked for his information, 
or assured we would handle his information securely,. He' 
seemed to be motivated entirely by his own principles. 

22. I do not think : .SEiDEL; could be turned into ,a 
regular source of incompatible information on CATIDE/. 

However, he knows that I have a sympathetic ear, ! and I will • 
give him plenty of opportunity to tell me anything else he 
wants us to know. If things started...taking a wrong turn in 
Germany, I have the feeling that Seidel /might be a very 
useful contact for us to have. He certainly appears' to be 
well motivated and to have the courage of his convictions. 

23. I believe .that, the information SEIDEL /furnished 
is all or in large part true. .8BR0CK/has:\jprovided a 
virtually identical description of CATIDE/ s troubles, and 
OSTURM/and @RITTER/have furnished partial descriptions along 
the same lines. ' '’ 
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